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U.S. companies use their technology
to assist Nepal after the country’s
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Financial Aid Office
encourages seniors to
weigh debt options
David Adams
Co-Editor in Chief

I’m graduating in 22 days, and I have
student loans totaling $19,913.
The class of 2015’s average debt is

$26,235, according to Director of Financial Aid Tim Nace. That’s a few
thousand dollars less than the national average for the class of 2013,
the most recent data compiled by
The Institute for College Access and
Success (TICAS).
Debt on this scale might be daunting—mine certainly gives me pause.
But in the 22 days before we cross
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This is the third in a
series of articles
dealing with issues
surrounding
graduating seniors.
Our intent as a
newspaper is to
showcase lives of
students past their
Taylor experience,
and to equip current
students to face life
after Taylor.

This story examines
how Taylor students
manage their debt
after graduation.
We know this is a
reality many
students face, and
we hope to make
space for them to
transition well
through their stories
from peers and
those who have
gone before them.

Future stories will consider seniors’ spirituality and the impact
Taylor has had on seniors’ lives.
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Student debt has become a national conversation in the past few years.
TICAS’ report on the class of 2013’s
debt “shows that debt levels continue
to rise.” Nearly seven in 10 students in
the class of 2013 graduated with debt,
according to the study, which is based
on information volunteered by more
than half of U.S. public and private
nonprofit colleges and universities
in annual surveys.
Of the 432 seniors in Taylor’s class
of 2015, more than half of them—239,
to be precise—have student debt. The
Financial Aid Office calculates Taylor’s debt information based on federal loans, including direct, Perkins
and parent loans, and private loans
the office certifies.
Some students seek to supplement federal loans with direct-to-consumer loans,
which may come from banks or other
sources and are not certified by Taylor.
These are not counted in Taylor’s numbers, and Nace said such loans are rare.
Among Taylor seniors with loans,
35 have private loans, and their average debt is $30,222. The parents of
102 seniors have also taken out loans
on their student’s behalf; average debt
among these students is $43,517.
The difference between types of loans
is important as repayment rules vary.

Federal direct loans enter repayment six months after graduation—a
date coming soon for December and
January grads. Parent loans entered
repayment as soon as they were disbursed (though parents can defer
them while their students are enrolled). Private loans vary but sometimes include deferment options, like
their federal counterparts.
To explore the rules surrounding
federal loans, Taylor and the federal
government require students to complete “exit counseling.” Financial Aid
Counselor Lyn Kline reminded students that counseling is a graduation
requirement in an email sent Thursday to students with loans.
Exit counseling takes about 30 minutes to complete, Kline said (I finished in 27.5), and begins with a dose
of reality: the total amount of loans
students own. From there, counseling describes the repayment options, their benefits and drawbacks,
tells students who their loan servicer
(the company managing repayment
for the government) is and concludes
with requiring students to select one
of the repayment options.
Although several options are available, Kline advises students to choose
the standard repayment option—
which requires 10 years of payments of
no less than $50 per month—if possible.
“Whenever you go on a lower payment plan, such as the income-based
Repayment continues on page 2

New class alleviates internship stress
Julia Oller

TheEchoNews.com

the commencement stage, let’s take
a moment to examine our debt, class
of 2015, so that we can turn our tassels
with confidence.

Many students looking for a goldMany students looking for a golden ticket to landing post-grad employment
already have it built into their majors.
According to a 2014 National Association of Colleges and Employers
study, 64.8 percent of interns landed a job offer from their employer.
Even though internships play a crucial role in gaining experience and

connections before graduation, students often have difficulty finding
them.
A new course offered this fall, titled Internships: Making the Most of
the Opportunity, will walk students
through the process of finding and
capitalizing on the many internship
options available to them.
Taylor Director of Indiana Employer Relations Jeff Aupperle, who
will co-teach the course with Cathy
Weatherspoon, said the class is highly interactive and will allow students
to further both their personal and
New class continues on page 2

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Jeff Aupperle (left) and Cathy Weatherspoon (right) will co-teach a new class focusing on the internship search.
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Repayment continued from page 1

repayment plan (IBR), that reduces
your payments for . . . a certain time
period, but then it extends your repayment time,” Kline said. “Over the long
run, if you stay on that lower payment
plan, you’re going to pay far more in interest on those loans than you would if
you stayed on the standard repayment
plan or chose to pay them off early.”
(To illustrate the difference, consider my loan total of $19,913. According
to the Student Loans Repayment Estimator, I would pay $200 per month
for 10 years and pay $4,566 in interest
on the standard plan.
On the income-based repayment
plan, which adjusts payments based on
income to cap them at 15 percent of discretionary income, I would pay between
$92 and $200 over the life of the loan.
The key difference: it would take more

professional development.
“The course is an opportunity for us
to have a full, robust picture of the internship process,” Aupperle said.
The class is the third in a four-part
series exploring the concept of vocation as it affects every aspect of a
person’s life. While the internship section is mainly practical, the first few
weeks will pick up on the philosophical discussions started in the previous classes.
Aupperle said that these discourses begin with the “dimensionality”
of vocation, or how a person’s calling relates to every part of life, not
only the workforce. Internships are
a lab for this perspective, as students
must learn to balance a weighty work
schedule with the demands of family,
church and friends.

Environmental science branches into new
sustainability major

May 1, 2015

TOP FIVE NEWS EVENTS OF THE WEEK

Ten jailed in Pakistan for
involvement in attack on Malala
reuters.com

Girl, 14, stabbed at suburban Denver
school
bigstory.ap.org

than 18 years to pay off my loans, and it
would cost me $11,228 in interest.)
Kline said a lower repayment plan
might be better for students with lower incomes. And if you’re struggling to
make monthly payments, email her or
contact your loan servicer to discuss
your options.
“To do nothing is the worst thing,”
Kline said.
Failing to make a monthly payment
on a federal loan makes the loan delinquent, in the federal government’s
terminology. After 270 days of delinquency, the loans could enter default,
which carries serious financial consequences—including late fees, collection or court costs and major damage
to your credit score.
Taylor’s most recent default rate—
the percentage of 2012 Taylor graduates who defaulted on their loans in

the last three years—is 3.6 percent.
That’s well below the national average
of 13.7 percent (based on 2011 grads).
Nace said Taylor students are generally “conscientious” in ensuring they
repay what they owe.
Ultimately, repaying loans comes
down to stewardship and making
wise choices, Kline said.
“You have lived like a pauper the
last four years,” Kline said.
It can be tempting to blow the
earliest paychecks from your first
post-graduate job on all the luxuries
college has denied you, Kline finished. Choosing instead to “save, save,
save” will help you repay your loans as
quickly and cheaply as possible.
So in 22 days, class of 2015, step off
the commencement stage onto the
path that leads to freedom from student
debt. It may be closer than you think.

Graphic illustrated by Matthew Morse

New class continued from page 1

“(Babin) is awesome,” Starke said. “He’s really
encouraging. And he is kind of the transitional
professor into (the new major).”

”We talk a lot about living faithfully in all areas of life,” Aupperle said.
“Work is one of those and it’s a very
critical one, but lots of times college
students haven’t had a real professional experience. . . . It’s their first
opportunity to start to take this idea
of vocation we’re trying to instill and
give them an experiential opportunity
to put it into practice.”
The remaining weeks will cover
creating a résumé, interviewing, networking and processing the learning experience. Aupperle said that
coursework will be minimal, but students will be expected to attend activities such as mock interviews and
the internship fair.
This approach reflects Aupperle’s
desire for students “begin with the
end in mind” when hunting for internships. Starting with an end goal

will direct what organizations and
companies students apply to, hopefully reducing the anxiety that can
come with unlimited options.
“We want all of our students to
think about at the end of an internship—‘How much further down the
path do they want to be?’” Aupperle said.
Because the class revolves around
steps that all students should be taking to secure an internship, Aupperle
said that it’s a win-win.
“The value is you’re getting credit
for doing something that you’re supposed to be doing anyways,” Aupperle said.
Internships: Making the Most of the
Opportunity is a one-credit hour course
meeting on Thursdays from 3–4 p.m.
beginning fall 2015. For more information email jeffry_aupperle@taylor.edu

Nepal earthquake: Two
rescued after five days
bbc.com/news
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Peace prevails in Baltimore,
but N.Y. protest gets rowdy
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A beach-y block party
Beach bash open to both
students and faculty
Sarah Davis
Contributor

The upcoming beach bash is an opportunity for the Taylor community to
celebrate summer’s approach and semester’s end. This year’s spring dance
includes a pre-party open to both students and faculty.
“We planned the event for May 15,
which is the last day of dead week
when all schoolwork is done,” said junior Danielle Spoutz, president of the
Dances and Special Events Committee
(DSEC). “The goal is to bring everyone
together for a fun time before students
have to really start studying for finals.”
The bash starts by Taylor lake at
5:30 p.m., with bounce houses, a slip
and slide, a volleyball tournament
and the cardboard boat regatta.
But instead of just having another
event for students, DSEC and the Student Activities Council (SAC) are intentionally involving the community
as well. Taylor faculty members are
invited to attend, in the hopes that
the event will feel more like a block
party than a rave.
“We want to have children of professors in the bounce houses and staff
members on volleyball teams,” Spoutz
said. “It’s geared toward students, but
it’s also a way to involve the entire

Taylor family.”
The volleyball tournament is a competition for gift cards to the Abbey Coffee Co. and The Bridge Café. Wings and
floors are encouraged to form teams for
the cardboard boat regatta, and the first
place team wins a pizza party.
“The best part is everything is free,”
said senior and President of SAC Hailey Whitaker. “There is no ticket price
or cost for tournaments. We just want
people to come and have fun.”
A dance for students will end the
night, starting at 8:30 p.m. Spoutz
and Whitaker both said many of their
dreams for the event came true because of help from Taylor Student
Organization (TSO) and their collaborating cabinets.
Foam machines are one of those
dreams coming true. They will surround the dance floor and cover everyone in suds.
“My favorite part of this event has
been brainstorming,” Spoutz said.
“We had so many ideas at the beginning and it’s really cool to see everything coming together.”
The two cabinets view this event as
a fun way to serve the Taylor community one more time before summer.
“We’ve been working on the beach
bash since January, so we’re looking forward to revealing our work and seeing
everyone there,” Whitaker said. “We really value well-done events and love when
these events can bring people together.”

Photograph provided by unsplash.com

The beach bash kicks off at Taylor Lake on May 15.

Environmental science branches into new sustainability major
Courses to focus on
“stewardship and service”
Becca Robb
Contributor

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

The Taylor Environmental Science
Department plans to add a new
sustainable development major in
fall 2015.
The new major will focus on sustainable practices in four areas—
food, health, water and economics.
It will reflect the department’s motto,
“Science for stewardship and service.”
According to Becky Taylor, program
assistant for the Environmental Science Department, sustainability is

specifically about treating the earth
and its resources well.
“Stewardship is caring for our
environment, our neighbors, our
personal lives,” Taylor said. “We’re
all connected.”
Taylor hopes this step forward will
teach students about their roles on
earth and with the environment.
Due to the addition of professor
Nicholas Babin, the department now
has the manpower to handle this new
major. Hired in August 2014, Babin
specializes in sustainable development and agroecology, the study of
processes in agriculture and the environment. “I would kind of be the faculty ‘go-to’ and adviser for the major,”

Babin said.
Spencer Starke, senior environmental science major, is supportive of this
new addition.
“(Babin) is awesome,” Starke said.
“He’s really encouraging. And he is
kind of the transitional professor into
(the new major).”
Freshmen and upperclassmen
enrolling in the sustainable development major will have the choice between four different concentrations,
according to Babin. One concentration is food systems sustainability, which will teach students about
global hunger and agriculture. Another option is public and environmental
health, which will explain how society

and the environment affect people.
The third alternative is water resources sustainability, which will focus on
water conservation efforts. Finally,
students may choose economic development, which is about policy-making in communities.
“We’re focusing on meeting the
needs of the current generation without forgoing the needs of the future
generations,” Babin said. “If you look
at the future, a hundred years out—
food, water, disease—those are all really important factors.”
With the addition of the new major,
environmental science students can
help make the world a little greener,
one class at a time.

Nicholas Babin
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“When disasters happen, people need to
know their loved ones are safe.”
Google, Facebook tools offer Nepalis
peace of mind
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“Pangea” for Mosaic Night

Compiled by Joe Friedrichsen

The Echo interviews MESA
president about upcoming
Mosaic Night event
Lexie V. Owen
Staff Writer

Photograph provided by Associated Press
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to motorway (UK Mirror)
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Police: Man burned trying to kill
bedbugs inside rental car (Associated Press)
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Denver-area school won’t let child
eat cookies in lunchbox (Associated Press)

The Echo interviewed Multi-Ethnic
Student Association’s (MESA) President and senior Jerchovia Moxey
about Mosaic Night and Global Market. She gives insight into the event’s
details so students can know what to
expect Saturday night.
Echo: What is the purpose of Mosaic Night and what do you hope to
accomplish in this year’s edition of
the event?
Jerchovia: The purpose of Mosaic Night is to celebrate expression
and uniqueness. Mosaic Night was
mostly created by international students who realized that there was
no outlet for them to share their culture with the rest of campus. There
was Airband, MyGen and Nostalgia
Night, but there wasn’t anything that
identified with them (international
students); thus, Mosaic Night was
created. If you think about the word
“mosaic,” we are all a compilation of
experiences, culture and values, but
together we can create something so
rare and eye-catching. Through Mosaic Night, MESA seeks to do what our
cabinet’s written mission statement
says: to support minority groups, educate Taylor’s campus and provide
eye-catching programs. We really
want to stay true to Mosaic Night’s
platform of cultural expression and
education.
Echo: What is the theme of this
year’s Mosaic Night and why was
it chosen?
Jerchovia: This year we decided to
take a different spin on Mosaic Night.
Traveling or a related theme has been

Technology affords
small comforts in
wake of devastating
earthquake in Nepal
Staff Writer

Burnt macaroni and cheese forces
evacuation at Iowa Capitol (Associated Press)

each year. It was really difficult for us
to select acts. Mosaic Night isn’t only
a performance. When groups step
on stage they are baring their hearts,
the songs they love and the dances
they’ve grown up with, but we have
to choose based on preparedness and
stage presence.

Echo: What are the acts this year
and what were the reasons for choosing them?
Jerchovia: Mosaic Night is very
popular among international students and those heavily interested
in other languages. We’ve had some
groups who’ve told us that they have
been practicing since January. Our
veteran groups are KPop, Irish dance,
Latino Student Union (LSU) and the
Bahamians. Without a doubt, these
groups audition for Mosaic Night and
get more creative and more technical

Echo: How competitive are tryouts
and what can people expect come
show time?
Jerchovia: There seems to be some
rivalry between acts for the last spot of
the show. LSU and the Bahamian group
typically battle for the finale spot. Both
are great acts and are definitely crowd
favorites.
Echo: What are the details concerning the Global Market this year? Are
there any new additions?
Jerchovia: Global Market is always

As humanitarian aid pours into Nepal
in the wake of Saturday’s earthquake,
Google and Facebook are working to
provide a less tangible but still important resource: peace of mind.
Both tech companies have tools to

fun to work with. It’s . . . a taste test of
foods from all around the world. Of
course, we have new editions like India and Belgium. The others, well, you
have to come and see for yourself.
Echo: When is Mosaic Night and
Global Market and where are each of
the events located?
Jerchovia: Global Market begins
this Saturday at 5:30 and ends at 7:30
p.m. in the Student Union. Mosaic
Night starts afterward at 8:00 p.m. in
Rediger Auditorium.
Tickets are $5 and grant students
access to the Global Market and Mosaic Night. Tickets can be purchased
during lunch and dinner in the DC and
the Union. They can also be purchased
at the door the night of the performance but MESA encourages advance
ticket purchase.

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

MESA President Jerchovia Moxey, right, finalizes preperations for Global Market and Mosaic Night event with Ariel Ramirez.

Google, Facebook tools
offer Nepalis peace of mind
Patrick Neer

Photograph provided by William Petroski

very popular, but we decided to go
with Pangea: the supercontinent. We
hope to accomplish the realization
that culture evolves throughout the
years and is affected by many external factors. Imagine if the world was
actually one continent. Would culture
even exist?

help reconnect survivors to their loved
ones, relay information about supply
needs in different areas of the country
and facilitate communication within
the recovering nation.
On Saturday, Mark Zuckerberg released Facebook’s Safety Check, a simple program that sends notifications to
people in disaster-stricken areas, allowing them to relay their safety to their
Facebook friends with a click of a button. In Nepal’s case, Facebook designated the affected area as a 150-mile circle
around the epicenter of the earthquake,
covering central Nepal and stretching

Nepal’s recent earthquake is the largest the country’s faced since 1934.

Photograph provided by Wally Santana/Associated Press

into areas of China and India, according
to The Washington Post. When Facebook users log in, they will be prompted to confirm their safety using Safety
Check. When they do so, the confirmation is relayed to all of the user’s Facebook friends.
“When disasters happen, people
need to know their loved ones are safe,”
Zuckerberg wrote in a Facebook post.
“It’s moments like this that being able
to connect really matters. My thoughts
are with everyone who’s been caught up
in this tragedy.”
Meanwhile, Google reopened its Person Finder tool, first used in the wake of
the Haitian earthquake in 2010. According to Google, Person Finder allows users to post and search for information
regarding missing friends and family—
effectively crowdsourcing information
about people in the earthquake-stricken area.
Users can create listings for individuals they are looking for or provide information about people who are safe.
To preserve privacy, all records are automatically erased 60 days after they’re
created, according to NPR.
As of Wednesday, the tool was tracking 7,300 unique entries. Though Google’s Person Finder isn’t the only tool of
this sort, it’s the largest and most comprehensive database available—sharing
information with at least a dozen other
similar sites, CNN reported.
Other U.S. companies stepped up to
provide aid to Nepal in their own way.
Sprint, AT&T and T-Mobile all waived
fees for any calls or texts sent by Nepali
users. Similarly, Microsoft announced
free Skype calls to landlines in Nepal.
All of these efforts highlight the ways
social media and the Internet can be
used to bring people together following
disasters. But for less-developed countries like Nepal, the limits of technology are evident.

Nepal’s Internet infrastructure is one
of the least developed in the region, according to a report from the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). The recent earthquake has only made that situation worse.
Even in regions where the Internet is
readily available, such as the more heavily developed Kathmandu Valley, usage
patterns differ. Facebook only has 4.4
million users in Nepal, severely limiting
the number of people reached with its
Safety Check, reported The Washington Post. Cell phone usage is also less
prevalent in Nepal, further complicating communications with affected rural areas
According to a report from The
World Bank, Nepal only has 77 cell subscriptions per 100 people. Putting that
in perspective, the U.S. and UK have 96
and 125 cell subscriptions per 100 people respectively.
In Nepal’s capital, Kathmandu, NPR’s
Kirk Siegler reported that the local
phone services in the area have been
erratic at best.
Saturday’s quake is the largest that
Nepal has faced since 1934. The most recent quake measured a 7.8 on the Richter scale, according to the United States
Geological Society (USGS).
As rescue efforts push into more remote areas, the official death toll continues to rise. It has grown to over
5,000, with an additional 8,000 citizens
wounded, according to Al-Jazeera.
The first nations to respond were
neighboring India, China and Pakistan—each sending military cargo
planes full of relief supplies and rescue personnel to Kathmandu, Al-Jazeera reported.
Jeanette Sutton, a disaster sociologist
and assistant professor at University of
Kentucky, affirmed the emerging role of
tech and social media in addressing disasters in a statement given to the San
Jose Mercury News.
“It used to be that the only way we
could provide assistance was going
physically to a place and bringing donations. But now people who have tech
skills or have an interest in helping can
get online,” she said.
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Taylor runners’ perspectives
of Boston Marathon
Malaina Yoder
Contributor

Running 26 miles in one stretch
seems like a daunting task. When you
add in freezing temperatures, pounding rain and thousands of onlookers,
it seems impossible. But 30,000 people, including junior Erin Hoeft and
alumna Laura Moore, ‘13, lined up at
the starting line the morning of April
20 to run the Boston Marathon.
As the world’s oldest marathon,
the Boston Marathon gathered over
500,000 spectators lining the rainsoaked streets. Hoeft and Moore
didn’t run together in the 119th
marathon, but they shared similar experiences racing in the bitter weather.
“RealFeel (the scientific way of determining what the weather actually
feels like) was 34 degrees with 17–
20 mph winds and rain for 10 miles
straight,” Moore said. She was surprised that she still loved running in
those conditions.
Hoeft,had a similar experience.
“(I) couldn’t even see the fans
cheering with all the water dripping
down my face. It was cool at first, because you feel (like you’re) straight
out of a Gatorade commercial with
the water streaming and splashing
in puddles as the crowd roars, but
then by the end of the race, I was
looking more like I was from an Icy
Hot commercial.”
Just after Hoeft crossed the finish
line, she passed out due to hypothermia caused by the extreme temperatures. Her pulse was shallow enough
that someone had to call EMS, but
thankfully she recovered shortly after. Because of the harsh conditions,
neither Moore or Hoeft ran their
best, but both were satisfied with
their times.
Both Hoeft and Moore were astounded by the support of the Boston community. “Don’t believe the
stereotype that Bostonians are rude,”

Hoeft said. “When I came down with
hypothermia and passed out, people
ran out of a restaurant and helped us
get help.”
The kindness of the people who
both girls encountered during their
experience shaped their view of
the city.
Moore agreed. “I cannot describe
how proud the people of Boston are
of the marathon or all of the runners.
There were signs everywhere . . . ‘Boston Strong’ was clearly the heartbeat
of the city.”
The city residents also made sure
to honor the tragedy of the Boston
bombings in 2013. Blue and yellow ribbons hung throughout Boston, and
many restaurants displayed yellow tulips in blue flowerpots in memory of
the victims.
Hoeft was deeply impacted by
the hearts of the Boston residents. “Boston is definitely the
one town you don’t want to mess
with,” she said. “I ran past a man
whose legs had been blown off up
to his kneecaps. It was pouring
rain, yet he kept pushing. I could
imagine how much his prosthetics might be bothered by the
freezing rain (but) he kept moving for Boston, for the victims
who can’t run. So I kept running
too: for Boston, for the victims
who can’t run.”
Training for a marathon is almost
as important as the race itself. Hoeft
and Moore’s approaches to training were vastly different. Hoeft ran
on Taylor’s Cross Country team her
freshman year and enjoys training
around Taylor’s campus.
“There’s no better place to train
for a marathon (than) here at
Taylor,” Hoeft said. “The beauty
of the morning and miles of quiet back roads makes this the perfect place.”
Moore, on the other hand, tends
to jump into marathons without
doing any training. Her sophomore year, she and her friend decided to try to run a 5K and were
surprised by how fast they reached

Erin Hoeft runs her first Boston Marathon.

Photograph provided by Erin Hoeft

the goal. After running the Indy
Mini, she impulsively signed up for
the Grand Rapids Marathon. Without any time to train, she ran the
marathon and was only eight minutes short of qualifying for the Boston Marathon. After that, she was
hooked on marathons and kept running them without training. Moore
only did two long runs in preparation for the Boston Marathon and
she’s not planning on changing her
habits in the future. She’s also planning on running the Traverse City
Bayshore Marathon on May 23 without training.
Both Hoeft and Moore plan on going back to the Boston Marathon
next year, hoping to improve on their
times. Hoeft explained, though, that
this particular marathon is more
than a personal challenge. For her,
the marathon embodies community
in a beautiful way.
“It was one of those moments
that you were proud not to be
just American, but to be human,”
Hoeft said. “This is what community looks like. We get hit, we keep
moving, and you never let your
partner drop.”
Photograph provided by Laura Moore

TU alum Laura Moore finished the race despite the terrible weather.

TWO hosts community celebration
First-ever Upland
Unity Festival to bridge
community, student body
Erin Fuhr & Lindsay
Robinson
Life & Times Co-Editors

Finals are looming. It’s spring, but
somehow it’s still cold. Everyone is
craving summer, freedom and happiness, but they can’t see the light past
the piles of homework and laundry.
The solution to all of these problems?
The Upland Unity Festival.
The Upland Unity Festival, an event
created to join community members and Taylor students together

for music and food, will take place at
the Upland Depot Park this Saturday
from 3-9.
Community Outreach cabinet leaders Kayleigh Sisson and David Neel
have been planning an event that appeals to both community members
and students. Sisson and Neel worked
alongside Jen Shepard, Lizzie Wilson, Kaitlin Kinnius, Anna Goeglein
and Allie Conway to bring their ideas
to life.
Sisson said, “The Unity Festival
seeks to create a space where Taylor
students, faculty and staff can interact with the surrounding community
in a positive way.”
Aside from live music, festival
will attractions will include bounce

houses, free popcorn and local vendors such as The Bridge Cafe. Artists
from Taylor will also be displaying
their work.
“I’m excited to see this event that
has been in my mind for so long finally come to a reality,” says Neel.

“The Unity Festival seeks to
create a space where Taylor
students, faculty and staff can
interact with the surrounding
community in a positive way.”
Five bands are set to perform
throughout the afternoon. Check the
schedule for the times of each performance, and make sure to stop by for
a study break!

Chris Renzema Band
4pm Sun & Heir
6pm Cumberland Gap
7pm UUMC Band
8pm Bennett
3pm

Photograph provided by Erin Fuhr

Come to the Unity Festival for live music and free popcorn.

Tolf is golf, but instead of using golf balls,
players use tennis balls.
The ultimate tolf tournament
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The U LT I M A T E tolf tournament
Group of tolf players compete
for title of TU Tolf champion
Paige Williams
Staff Writer

Have you ever dreamt of attending
the PGA Masters in Augusta, Georgia? Can you see yourself standing
near the green, golf-clapping every
chance you get?
Well, you may not get that chance,
but here’s something even better: TU
Tolf Masters.
The past three years, students have
organized and participated in this
event. Eight players who compete in
this intense three-day event revolving around a beloved Taylor sport.
Tolf is golf, but instead of using golf
balls, players use tennis balls. After
the tournament, players gather at a
final banquet to celebrate.
Much like the PGA Masters, the
winner of the Tolf Masters receives a

trophy and a green jacket.
During each of the three days of the
tournament, the course begins at a
new location. It starts today at 4 p.m.
at Sammy, will continue on Saturday
at 1 p.m. at the DC and concludes with
the championship round on Sunday
at 12 p.m., back at Sammy.
The Tolf tournament is a great
opportunity for students to watch
people play a unique sport on
campus.
“The TU Tolf Masters is one of Taylor’s hidden gems,” said junior Tolf
team member Andrew Sheard. The
tournament has a rich three year
tradition of sportsmanship, skill and
family friendly fun.”
The scoreboard will be atop the
DC for the duration of the tournament, so everyone can follow along.
The team’s twitter, @TU_tolfmasters, has details of the tournament,
profiles on players and a live feed of
the tournament.

TU Bucket List
Finish everything you
wanted to do—and more
Gracie Fairfax
Staff Writer

You’re getting rid of old notebooks
from your freshman year of college.
Tears of sentimentality threaten to
sneak out of your eyes as you read your
“Foundations of Christian Thought”
notes, and you realize how far you’ve
come. As you close the notebook, a
wrinkled piece of paper falls out of the
back. It’s your bucket list from the first
day of school. Learn how to do my own
laundry? Check. Go on a polyg-a-date?
Check. But the list is not complete.
You wonder what to add to the list
as the year nears its end. Well, have no
fear—these ideas should make your list
complete.

1. Go on a pick-a-date with Mary
Lou and Gene Habecker
Have you ever had a pick-a-date
gone wrong? Ensure the next one is a
success. Take the best—our very own
president and first lady.
2. Go to Deluxe Donuts or Dirty
Dan’s Donuts
A life without doughnuts is a life deprived of a sugary midnight rush. While
these tasty treats are traditionally a
breakfast food, college students prefer
them as a late night snack. Wait in line
at Dirty Dan’s in Kokomo for their 1 a.m.
opening or go to Deluxe Donuts in Anderson anytime —they’re open 24 hours
and give student discounts.
3. Create the next unforgettable
tradition
Ensure Taylor doesn’t forget

Photograph provided by Andrew Sheard

The participants of the Tolf Master Tournament are ready for another exciting year of competition.

about you once you graduate by
starting a tradition. If you need
some inspiration, try a fall-themed
dorm war to see which hall can
grow a pumpkin large enough to
carry Cinderella to the ball. You
heard it here first.
4. Be a bi-weekly bachelor or
bachelorette
If you’re single, this is a great opportunity to make yourself known
on campus. If you’re in a relationship, consider the ways this
is hurting your ability to be published. Don’t break up with your

significant other, but weigh your
options carefully.

there’s certainly enough nights left in
the school year to make this a reality.

5. Try every job on campus
What better way is there to feel fully immersed in the Taylor community
than to serve in every role available?
Scan I.D. cards at the DC with Cindy and deliver mail with the campus postman.

7. Shower in Euler
Some have already checked this off
their list, but this is not something
to miss. This experience is free and
can simultaneously top your list for
“best showers in your life.”

6. Sleep in every dorm on campus
Ever wonder what your experience would have been like in another dorm? Why not try it out?
You’re sure to make new friends and

Don’t fret that you haven’t checked
off everything on your TU Bucket List.
It’s not the number of memories you
make, but about who you spend them
with. But get to it—there’s only two
weeks left until finals.

Burning Questions
“Give us your stress, your first world problems, your huddled masses yearning to have their burning
questions answered”
Email away your problems:
-dating
-DC food
-roommates who don’t shower

-intrusive cats
-embarrassing encounters
-mawwage

Seniors!

Do you have a favorite/embarrassing/unforgettable
memory of your time at Taylor that you’d like to share?
Make sure your story is a part of our senior edition!
Email us your name, and tell us your story.
echonewslifeandtimes@gmail.com

Send them to burningquestionsTU@gmail.com.
Remember: No problem is too stupid. Am I right?

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Michael Snyder @
 michaelsnyder95
“Now here’s a little rhyme about
the pelican, his bill will hold more
than his belly can” Thank you Dr.
J, for keeping bio fresh #tayloru

Want to be more connected to campus?
Want a chance to win $5 every week?

danielle marie @
 danimariesolis
thankful for my roommate for
a lot of reasons but mostly
because I can always count on
her boyfriend for fashion advice
#tayloru

Listen LIVE to WTUR, Taylor University ’s online radio station

www.taylor.edu/wtur

Echograms #TaylorU

Emily Simmons @emsimily
That moment when you lose your
bucket list and only have a month
of college left. IS LIFE WORTH
LIVING?#tayloru
Matt Rossi @
__ Bandit
Taylor is one of few college
campuses where the number of
Lexus sedans only doubles on
Grandparents’ Day. #TaylorU
Tobi Ballantine @tobiballantine
Dominating in Taylorthon two
years in a row does good things
to your pride but bad things to
your legs. #TaylorU
Cassidy Grom @
 CassidyGrom
Tonight at Basics Jr. Little Max:
“Do you know that I love God?”
Somehow that made this whole
year worth it. #ChildrensMinistry
#TaylorU

@mollyymac7: BIRTHDAY BOWL #squad #22 #tayloru

@tobiballantine: My true social work skills in empathy come out
when I see others crash. Can’t wait to clinch that threepeat next year.

Grace Foltz @GFoltzinator
The struggle of: -having a good
parking spot -knowing if you
leave the spot will be taken
-wanting taco bell more than air
#tayloru

A&E

“The pops concert is going to be a really fun,
relaxed concert—sort of like going to a coffee
house with your friends when they have live
music, except that instead of some guy with
a guitar, you are going to be hearing a whole
wind ensemble.”
Playing to the end

TheEchoNews.com
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Mad Max, Barden Bellas and timeless love stories are movies to see before the semester ends.

Check out these films before
blockbuster season arrives
David Seaman
A&E Editor

This weekend, a superhero team will
assemble for a second time to fight a
new threat and make lots and lots of
money. The month of April concludes
with a “Gossip Girl” star playing an
immortal falling in love with a man
who will either enrich or shatter her
life. And this May sees the triumphant
return of an all-girl a capella group
and a lone survivalist wanderer in a
post-apocalyptic desert.
So before the summer season ushers in numerous franchise sequels
and a “Minions” movie, check out
these late spring films.
(Side note: All of these films will be
in wide release. For some excellent
upcoming films in limited release,
check out “Slow West” [May 15] and
“Me & Earl & The Dying Girl” [June
12]. I had the privilege of seeing these
great indie pictures premiere at the

2015 Sundance Film Festival in January, and both are sure to be awards
contenders in the future.)

“Avengers: Age of Ultron”–May 1
Odds are you’re seeing this with your
friends either this weekend or next. And
why shouldn’t you? The first “Avengers”
film was a massive critical and commercial hit, providing loads of humor and
action. This super-stuffed comic book
sequel promises more of the same, albeit with a darker tone. When Tony Stark
(aka Iron Man) creates an artificial intelligence peacekeeping program, he inadvertently constructs Ultron, a robot
villain. Now Iron Man will have to call
upon the help of Thor, Captain America, Hulk, Hawkeye and Black Widow to
fight Ultron and save humanity from extinction. Along the way they will meet
new heroes to help with their crusade.
Why see it: Superhero films, especially
Marvel superhero films, are at their peak
of popularity now. The trailers promise
spectacular action. Director Joss Whedon is known for his witty dialogue and
character development, which helped
make the first one a success.

Reconsider: Too often a Marvel film
will build up to the eventual sequel at
the expense of original standalone storytelling. Hopefully “Ultron” gives
us more character depth and heroic
themes to chew on while also preparing us for the two “Avengers: Infinity
War” movies in a few years.

“The Age of Adaline”–released April
24
Blake Lively convey class and beauty as Adaline Bowman, a woman who
has mysteriously remained 29 years
old for eight decades. Despite having a daughter whom she occasionally sees, Adaline has lived a solitary
existence, refusing to get close to anyone who might reveal her secret. But
when she falls in love again and meets
her new beau’s parents, her secrets begin to unravel. Part “Tuck Everlasting,”
part Chanel commercial, this immortal romance is sure to look great and
cause some tears to flow.
Why see it: From the trailers, the
film looks more sophisticated than a
typical love story. Blake Lively is always
an attractive presence. And apparently

Harrison Ford gives his best performance in years as father of Adaline’s
new love.
Reconsider: “Adaline” has gone
through multiple directors since it was
first scheduled to film in 2011, which is
never a good sign.

“Pitch Perfect 2”–May 15
The Avengers don’t have anything
on the Barden Bellas and their super
singing skills. The whole gang returns
from the hit 2012 musical comedy to
compete in an international a cappella competition that no American team
has ever won. Packed with plenty of
musical guest stars and crazy humor,
“Pitch Perfect 2” will undeniably appeal to a female audience. And guys, admit it . . . you unironically enjoyed the
original that your girlfriend dragged
you to.
Why see it: A capella groups are huge
now with the success of Penatonix and
others. Anna Kendrick continues to rise
as a star, and Rebel Wilson is always entertaining as Fat Amy.
Reconsider: You don’t like Fat Amy
for some reason. Musicals are not your

summer blackboard
What: online summer courses taught in Blackboard
When: summer term, May 26th – August 21st
Sign up: register in TOWER when you sign up for fall classes
Hassle-free: no extra permission or forms required
Tuition: $350/hr.

HIS125 History of the US since 1877

BIB210 Biblical Literature II

HUM230 Art as Experience

BIB313 Romans

KIN100 Fitness for Life

CAS110 Public Speaking

KIN200R Running

CAS120 Interpersonal Communication

MAT110 Finite Mathematics

ECO201 Principles of Microeconomics

MAT120 Investigations in Mathematics

ECO202 Principles of Macroeconomics

PHI413 Contemporary Christian Belief

ENG110 Expository Writing

PSY100 Introduction to Psychology

ENG230 World Literature

REL313 Historic Christian Belief

EXS402 Admin of Human Performance

SOC220 Ethnic & Minority Issues

HIS124 History of the US to 1877

@TaylorUOnline

#SuBb

online.taylor.edu/summer

Photographs provided by flickr.com

thing and the plot looks cliché.

“Mad Max: Fury Road”–May 15
“Mad Max” creator George Miller returns to the franchise to direct this dusty
ball of insanity. Max Rockatansky has
exiled himself to wander the vast desert
alone after the tragedies of the past. He
reluctantly agrees to help a bald Charlize Theron and escaped captives cross
the wasteland to escape a bloodthirsty
gang. In a world lacking in water and
overrun with strange rusted car creations, it’s a real race to survive. Original series star Mel Gibson is replaced
by younger Tom Hardy in this fourth
installment, coming 30 years after “Beyond Thunderdome.”
Why see it: Miller said 90 percent of
the special effects are practical, which
sounds incredible if you’ve seen the
footage in the trailers.
Reconsider: Gibson isn’t on the
best terms with the film industry
and is much too old to reprise the
role convincingly. But can Tom Hardy replace the quiet intensity and
craziness Gibson brought to the last
three installments?

Photograph provided by Cathy Moore

Playing to the end
Wind Ensemble to perform
pops concert in DC
Contributor

BIB110 Biblical Literature I
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The Wind Ensemble ends their busy year with a pops concert.

Laura Koenig

courses

6

Imagine the routine of pushing your
way through the Dining Commons,
finding the right foods to eat and interacting with friends and wingmates.
Now add the sounds of various popular tunes filling the room, with pieces
from movies such as “The Chronicles
of Narnia: The Lion, The Witch and
The Wardrobe” and “West Side Story”
reverberating throughout the room as
you struggle to cut your chicken.
The Taylor Wind Ensemble will perform a lively program for their upcoming pops concert, held in the Hodson
Dining Commons. The concert will
also provide the students in music professor Al Harrison’s conducting class
a chance to conduct the band. For the
past 20 years, the performance has given the students motivation and a goal
to work toward as they apply their different conducting skills and work with
a group of musicians.
Senior composition major Daniel
Morrison, one of seven student conductors, will conduct a piece titled
“Fantasia in G” by composer Timothy
Mahr.
“Conducting goes far beyond just
waving your arms around in time with
the music—it takes a ton of practice
and work to do well,” Morrison said. “It
is about leading other musicians and
working with them to bring the best
out of the group.”
Even while focusing on the task of
conducting, Morrison emphasized the
atmosphere of the concert. “The pops
concert is going to be a really fun, relaxed concert—sort of like going to a

coffee house with your friends when
they have live music, except that instead of some guy with a guitar, you
are going to be hearing a whole wind
ensemble,” Morrison said.
The freshmen are also looking forward to performing in this type of atmosphere. Freshman bass clarinet
player Jaylin Gadel is thankful for the
positive experience and Harrison’s graciousness throughout the year as they
are approaching their last concert.
“It’s bittersweet, but I know that
I will continue to play in the Wind
Ensemble for the next three years,”
Gadel said.
As the freshmen look forward to
the next three years, the seniors are
preparing to close this season of their
lives with this final performance. “The
nice thing about being a musician is
the fact that even if this is my last concert with the TU Wind Ensemble, it will
not be my last performance,” said senior trombonist Joel Helms. “There is
always some sadness when moving on,
but I will never forget this group and
all the great experiences I have had
with everyone.”
Harrison agrees with these bittersweet feelings as the year begins to
close. He praised the students’ practicing habits this semester. Their constant work allowed them to play more
difficult pieces of music. “We’ve (the
Wind Ensemble) had a great year,” Harrison said. “They’ve been fabulous.”
The student conductors for this performance include Morrison, seniors
Jon Becker and Emma Helfgott and juniors Evan Koons, Howard Lee, Brian
Ballinger and Tyler Schnute.
The pops concert will be held Wednesday, May 6, at 5:30 p.m. in the Hodson
Dining Commons.

OPINIONS

When Taylor students walk into the
restaurant I work at and leave it a disaster
area, I’m embarrassed to be a Taylor student.
Sweeter side of you
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people I’ve interacted with at Taylor
are admirable models of Christ’s love
and know how to delicately and effectively create conversations about
faith that I could never accomplish.
But what I have grown to dislike more
and more is the misuse of the spiritual leader label within our bubble
and the effects it often has on our student body.
Spiritual leadership
have to hear about “flourishing” one
The main reason I grit my teeth
label creates tension
more time, it better be describing when spiritual leader comes up in casomeone’s flower garden.
sual conversation is the competitive
Austin Lindner
Here’s another that’s started to get nature of the word. As a student at
old: spiritual leader. This label, orig- a university filled with mostly ChrisStaff Writer
inally meant to be uplifting and en- tians, I’ve always thought this was a
Taylor loves buzzwords. You know, the couraging, has become self-righteous pointless phrase. Aren’t we all called
words you’ve read in pamphlets and and divisive.
to lead others to Christ? Aren’t we all
posters so many times they’re meanBefore I get ahead of myself, I need supposed to spread love and underingless. At this point, it’s hard for me to to clarify a few things. First of all, by standing? We all are spiritual leaders.
take a speaker seriously if his or her in- writing this opinion I am not trying Instead, the label is applied only to
troduction includes the words “inten- to disregard the importance of leader- certain students, creating a divisive
tional community” ironically. And if I ship in Christian communities. Many contest on campus. It’s a Christian

Holier than thou
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Hunger Games in which the victor is
normally the loudest and most visibly holy.
Instead of acknowledging our flaws,
the spiritual leader undertone implies
we should outdo each other, to go
above and beyond what our peers are
doing for Christ in order to prove we
are the “better” Christians. We must
loudly proclaim ourselves to be spiritual leaders, because if we don’t that
must mean we are the lesser Christians. The ones who apparently don’t
have as many things of value to say
as others. The ones who need a little
more help with their faith—unlike us,
of course.
Over time, our community has
evolved a restrictive definition of
spiritual leader. These students are always busy. They are involved in many
different clubs and councils on campus and attend chapel and student

FRIDAY

activities. They are vocal; they take
control of situations without needing to be asked. They have all the answers; they aren’t afforded the luxury
of doubt. They aren’t allowed to push
the boundaries of thinking within the
community; they must work to restore the norm.
While none of these traits are particularly wrong, setting these students aside as spiritual leaders takes
away from the meaning of true leadership. A leader is sought in times of
trouble. A leader is someone who listens, not someone who tells others
what to think. A leader acknowledges
his or her faults.
True spiritual leaders don’t see
themselves as being above the rest of
the community, but as part of it. And
I, for one, would like to see this type
of spiritual leader being recognized
and encouraged on campus.

Sticks and stones
Every body image bullied
Hillarie Hazelton
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Taylor troublemakers leave terrible impression and tips at local restaurant.

Sweeter side of you
Students represent Taylor
outside the bubble
Rebecca Schriner
Copy Editor

Three Taylor students walk into a
restaurant. They trash the table with
sweetener smiley faces and litter the
floor with napkin wads. What does
the waitress do? If you’re looking for
the punchline, this is no joke. It might
seem like fun and games, but I promise you, my face isn’t nearly as cheerful as your sugar-people’s when I’m
cleaning your mess.
Have you ever thought about what
impression your actions leave? Or
how they impact those who come
after you?
You make an impression. According to Princeton psychologists Janine Willis and Alexander Todorov,
you do so within a tenth of a second.
So whether you leave a good or bad
feeling, I guess that’s up to you. But
your actions affect the community
you represent.
I think secondhand impressions,
if you will, are easiest to understand
with the visual of a family. The first
child sets the precedent, and every
child after is perceived in the light of
the firstborn’s reputation. He is soand-so’s little brother, so he must be
like XYZ. It puts a lot of pressure on
the first child to be a positive example
and sets the bar high for the younger
siblings. But if you meet the troublemaker first, then you’d expect all of
the siblings to follow suit.
Taylor is like our family. In the Taylor bubble, we are privileged and encouraged to be ourselves because
family understands the wacky you.
But the first student to encounter
someone outside the bubble creates the impression for all of us. If a
group of Taylor students acts rudely

in a restaurant, their server gets a bad
taste of the university, and he share
his experience with the other servers.
“Oh, you’re a college student?” that
server might ask. Bash on ages 18 to
23. “Where do you go?” Bash on Taylor. “Isn’t that a Christian university?”
Bash on Christ. The next group of Taylor students who enter the restaurant,
no matter how sweet they are, remind
those servers of that rude group. It
may seem exaggerated—a server who
makes generalizations based on one
interaction. But as a waitress at a
restaurant of campus, I can tell you
it’s a reality.
When Taylor students walk into the
restaurant I work at and leave it a disaster area, I’m embarrassed to be a Taylor
student. Just as there is a time to laugh
and a time to cry, there is a time to be
crazy, loud and rowdy with your friends.
It’s not when you’re at a restaurant.
That can sound like “don’t be yourself,” but I’d argue that different “yous”
are appropriate at different times.
We’re not meant to be the same person at work as we are with friends—
and God made us to adapt to our
environments. We all need to filter
our words, actions and reactions
according to where we are because,
again, we all represent something bigger than ourselves.
It’s easier to leave a bad impression than a good one. And it’s uber
hard to alter an initial feeling about
a group without long-term, positive experiences.
But we all have the ability to act like
mature adults in public to build a better community opinion about Taylor
through our off-campus interactions.
God made us socially flexible for all
of our settings. So play with your
sugar people and be rowdy to your
heart’s content, but be sure to show
your sweet side in public and leave a
good tip.

Real women have curves. Only dogs
go for bones. Who would want to
snuggle a stick? You must be “All
About That Bass” and not about
the treble.
The media has spent plenty of time
criticizing people for being overweight,
but the Internet has a new target: skinny.
Body shaming can happen to every body.
Take a church or family event. An elderly woman walks up, pinches your
arm and says, “You need to put some
meat on your bones!”
Thank you for your concern, ma’am,
but you need to realize people actually do come in all shapes and sizes. Genetics determine the obvious traits,
like hair color, and the unseen things,
like metabolism.
Meghan Trainor is a singer who has
received praise for her song “All About
That Bass.” It combines bubblegum pop
and doo-wop for a catchy hit. Except, analyzing the lyrics turns it into a downright scary tune.
For example, one line mentions
having the “boom boom” that “all the
boys chase.”
Oh, Meghan. Do you know anything
about relationships? Or are you looking for sexual encounters of the casual
kind? Are you saying a thinner girl with
a small bum is less appealing than you?
Isn’t that a little rude? The song is meant
to be inspirational, but she implies that
her worth is determined by the reaction
she gets from men.
The song almost redeems itself a few
lines down when she tells the listener
that “every inch of you is perfect.”
That is, until she uses derogatory
language “skinny bitches” to describe

women. Is this 2004? Are we living in
the forever-quotable film “Mean Girls”?
Tina Fey’s character, Ms. Norbury, was
correct when she basically told the feuding teenage women to stop calling each
other names because it gives other people permission to do the same thing. So
stop it.
Overall, the song creates more problems for body image, even though it is
intended to empower women. Sure, the
intended interpretation is probably to
uplift women with “boom boom,” but
music is art and people interpret art
from their own perspectives.
Pilates instructor Cassey Ho has dealt
with criticism lately for being “too fat.”
She started a YouTube channel, Blogilates, to help people get in shape and feel
more confident. Her personality is positive and she focuses her channel on Pilates exercises and her own background
in fitness.
Recently, the size four fitness instructor put on a brave face when some
comments called her fat. She uploaded
a video which showed her Photoshopping her body to look exactly as naysayers wanted her to look. And when she
posted an edited picture on Instagram,
the result was unsavory.
Comments ranged from “body goals”
to “still too fat” to “you have gotten too
skinny.” The point of the experiment was
to prove that it is impossible to please
everyone. Cassey succeeded. Her experiment trended on Facebook for several days.
Stop worrying about how everybody
else looks. If you want to exercise for
the health benefits, fine. If you prefer
lounging and watching Netflix, that’s
also fine. Just quit telling other people
that one shape or size is better than another. Sticks and stones, people. Sticks
and stones.

Photograph provided by Flickr user eef ink

Social media weighs in on whether or not ideal body
image should be all about the bass or the stick figure.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
nicholenparks@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TChasing
ROJAN NATION
the

“It wasn’t like anybody was near her, she just ran
away with it.”
Running toward Nationals

TheEchoNews.com
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championship
Three game win streak
keeps softball afloat
Chris Yingling
Sports Editor

The Trojans’ postseason flashed before their eyes.
A promising regular season for the
softball team almost culminated in
disaster on Wednesday as Taylor
found itself in the loser’s bracket of
the Crossroads League Tournament
after a Day One 5–3 loss to the University of Saint Francis. One more loss,
and Taylor was out of the the postseason and would be unable to capitalize on their success from last year.

The team squeaked out a 3–2 win up to the plate, allowing eight hits
over Mount Vernon Nazarene, but by Grace players. However, Miller’s
the postseason was still in jeopardy. contribution didn’t just come from
Head coach Brad Bowser rallied his the mound as she boomed a home
troops heading into a Thursday slate run to get the Taylor offense rolling.
of games. Taylor rallied for a 10–2 rout The Trojans nabbed four runs in the
of Bethel, forcing a fifth-inning mercy fourth inning to create a dominating
finish and eliminating Bethel from the 5–2 lead against Grace.
tournament. The slaughter propelled
The Lancers battled back in the
Taylor into a matchup with Grace, who fifth with a two-run surge, but Taylor
was also fighting for their playoff lives. stayed strong in the final two innings
The beginning of the game looked of play. Miller’s pitching efforts kept
bleak as Taylor fell to a one-run, 2–1 Taylor in the Crossroads League mix
deficit in the second inning. Grace’s bats as she logged a 5–4 win.
were swinging hard and registering early
Taylor will continue in Crossroads
hits, but the Trojan defense was stalwart. League Tournament play today as TU
Given the task to keep Taylor alive, takes on Huntington in Indianapolis
junior pitcher Ashley Miller stepped at 11 a.m.
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Miller’s home run and smart pitching saved the Trojans from losing against Grace.

Running toward Nationals
Schmeltz, Hall lead
in Crossroads League
competition
Lincoln Reed
Contributor
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Matt Hall propelled the men’s team into a fourth place finish.

The Taylor track and field team ended league competition on a strong
note with the women’s team finishing third and the men’s fourth in the
Crossroads League Championships
on Saturday.
The women’s team earned five victories, securing its third place finish. Senior Elaine Schmeltz, recently
named the Crossroads Athlete of the
Week, led the Trojans by placing first
in the 5,000 meter run and the steeplechase. Schmeltz logged a 18:36.06
first place finish in the 5,000 along
with a 11:28.49 time in the steeplechase. This is the fourth consecutive year that Schmeltz has won the
steeplechase event in the Crossroads

League Championship.
“(I) was really excited to see her
dominate the competition in that
steeplechase,” said head coach David Neville. “It wasn’t like anybody
was near her—she just ran away
with it.”
Other victories for the Trojans included a 4:40.32 finish for freshman
Alex Berends in the 1,500 meter run
and a 38.14 meter javelin toss for junior Haley White. This was White’s
third consecutive Crossroads League
Championship victory in the javelin toss.
The Taylor men’s team earned a
fourth place finish with several standout performances. Sophomore Matt
Hall put in some great work on Saturday that included a 3:58.04 victory
in the 1,500 meter and a 15:01.22 first
place finish in the 5,000 meter.
“I knew both of the races would be
tough,” Hall said. “I haven’t done that
double before, the 1,500 followed by
the 5,000. I had confidence and knew

that I was going to try my best and
glorify the Lord by doing it.”
Neville raved about Hall’s dramatic race in the 1,500 to beat out a rival
runner from Marian University.
“For me it was really exciting to
watch him go toe to toe with that guy
for about 300 meters straight and he
was the better guy,” Neville said.
Senior Kenny Higgins contributed
to the Trojans’ efforts on Saturday
with a 47.95 meter hammer toss. Senior Ethan Evans earned a third place
finish in the 10,000 meter run with a
time of 31:54.36.
Taylor’s 4x800 relay team of junior David Rodman, junior Schalk
Van Niekerk, senior Jared Reed and
freshman Kyle Shelton combined for
a fourth place finish. Their time of
7:48.65 qualified the relay team for
NAIA nationals.
The men’s and women’s teams
look to continue their season with
North Central Invitational on May
7–8.

Third day slump
Pfaff and company couldn’t
keep No. 4 spot locked
after rough final day
DJ Lindquist
Sports Writer

The Taylor women’s golf team ended its 2014–15 season with a fifth
place finish at the Crossroads
League Championship.
The Trojans’ 18-hole team score of
357 solidified their fourth place finish after the first day, three strokes
ahead of rival Indiana Wesleyan and
seven strokes away from third place
St. Francis. The second day of play
was even more promising than the
first as the Trojans shaved off eleven
strokes for a final team score of 346.
The second round also marked career-low scores for some of the Trojans, with an 84 from freshman Grace
Elenbaas and an 86 from freshman
Courtney Feagans.
The final round of play was a
rough one for the Trojans, who posted a 18-hole team score of 359. Sophomore Brittany Pfaff carded her best

round of the championship with a
score of 85, and Feagans followed
with an 88. The final scores for the
Trojans came from Elenbaas with a
91 and senior Lauren Anderson with
a 95. The round caused the Trojans
to slip into fifth place behind Indiana Wesleyan, who posted a score of
341 in the final round of the conference championship.
“We were pretty disappointed with
our last day performance,” said head
coach Julie Flores. “I think we were
tired towards the end and it did not
help Grace (Ellenbass) was feeling ill.
Our goal was that fourth spot, which
is usually held by Indiana Wesleyan.”
Although the conference championship tournament ended with disappointment, coach Flores recognizes
the bright future and the improvement
from the beginning of the season.
“We had a much better season
this year, especially in the conference tournament,” Flores said. “Our
overall team score was 1,172 last year
in the tournament compared to 1,062
this year. I am very proud of our girls
this year.”

Pfaff had a stellar performance in all three rounds for the Trojans.
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Athlete of the Week

Danny Moorehead
Year

Junior

Hometown

Hamilton, Ohio

Position

Right Field

Pump-Up Song

“Down and Out” by Tantric

Funniest teammate

Ryan Masters

Favorite baseball memory

Dogpiling on the field freshman year after
winning conference tournament

Key stat

2-time consecutive Crossroads League Player
of the Week
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